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TRANSPORTATION NEWS FROM THE BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 


Five-M onth Extension of TEA-21 Enacted with O ne-Month Appropriation 


On September 30, President Bush signed 
the 5-month “Surface T ransportation 
Extension A ct of 2003” (H.R. 3087) of 
the national surface transportation 
law, the Transportation Equity A ct 
for the 21st Century (TEA-21). 


The extension law provides $14.4 
billion for five months of spending 
for highway programs, a level that 
assumes annualized funding of 
$33.8 billion. This funding level is 
above the federal fiscal year 2003 
highway program of $31.6 billion. 
Transit funding is $3.04 billion in 
the new legislation (annualized 
$7.3 billion) which ts level-funded 
from federal fiscal year 2003. For 
motor carrier safety and N ational 
Highway T raffic Safety A dministration 


programs, $266.3 million 1s available dur- 


ing the extension. 


A transferability provision allowing state 
transportation departments broader 
authority over the use of funding is 
included in the new law. T he intent of 
this provision is to ensure that states use 
the authority on a project-by- project 
basis. H owever, the provision raises con- 
cerns over the protection of the current 
TEA -21 program structure that funds 
transportation enhancements, metropolli- 
tan congestion relief, and air quality pro- 
grams. 


A similar provision was included in the 
extension of the predecessor of TEA -21, 
the Intermodal Surface T ransportation 
Efficiency Act (ISTEA).A review of the 
1997 ISTEA extension law shows that 
key programs for clean air (Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality), community 
building (Transportation Enhance- 





ments), and regional transportation 
investment (Surface Transportation Pro- 
gram funds) were substantially and 





adversely affected. Federal Highway 
Administration officials are expected to 
develop procedures to ensure that funds 
are tracked and that states use this 
authority only where necessary. 


T he extension was necessary because 
TEA -21 specifically prohibits the Federal 
Highway A dministration from approving 
any new projects, including the use of 
unobligated funds from prior years, with- 
out new reauthorization legislation. The 
expiration of TEA -21 threatened a shut- 
down of the federal transportation agen- 
cies that are funded out of the Highway 
T rust Fund. 


Funds from the new law can only be obli- 


gated with an accompanying appropria- 
tions act, which the Senate has not yet 
approved for fiscal year 2004. In order to 
alleviate this problem, C ongress enacted 
a one-month continuing resolution that 
authorizes appropriations through O cto- 
ber 31, 2003. 


The extension legislation expires Febru- 
ary 29, 2004, setting a new deadline for 
Congress to act on the successor to T EA - 
21. The reauthorization of 
TEA -21 will be the third 
iteration of the comprehen- 
sive surface transportation 
law established by C ongress 
in 1991 with ISTEA and 
renewed in 1998 through 
TEA -21. The full authoriza- 
tions for highway (including 
highway safety) and transit 
programs in T EA -21 total 
almost $218 billion for fiscal 
years 1998-2003. The legisla- 
tion changed federal budget 
rules to guarantee highway 
and transit programs a minimum level of 
spending. 
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BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 


\/P®@ BosTON MPO TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 


AND PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS 


.~, On October 16, the Boston M PO's Transportation Plan- 
_. ning and Programming Committee approved four work 
scopes for projects to be conducted by the Central Transportation Planning Staff: 


¢ 2003-2004 H igh-O ccupancy-V ehicle M onitoring on Route !-93 and the Southeast 
Expressway - The purpose of this work is to document the performance and air 
quality benefits of the region’s HOV lanes. 


Ridership F orecasts for the A ssembly Square T ransit C onnection Study - The 
approved work scope provides $60,500 from the the City of Somerville to pro- 
duce ridership forecasts and land use alternatives for the study’s consultants. 


FY 2004 N ational T ransit Database Directly O perated Bus and Rail Passenger M Iles 
and Boardings Estimates - T he purpose of this workscope Is to develop estimates 
of passenger boardings and miles for MBTA bus, trackless trolley, heavy rail, 
light rail, and comuter rail. 


FY 2004 N ational T ransit Database Purchased Bus T ransportation Passenger M iles 
and Boardings Estimates - T he purpose of this workscope is to develop estimates 
of passenger boardings and miles for bus routes operated as part of the Interdis- 
trict and Suburban T ransportation programs and contracted MBTA local 
services. 


On October 20, the Suburban M obility Committee met for the first time. T he pur- 
pose of this ad hoc committee is to develop criteria and an implementation program 
for distributing certain funds included in the recently endorsed FY 2004-2008 
Transportation Improvement Program. The funds, $500,000 each year from FY 2004 
through FY 2006, are for programs and projects that improve the mobility of 
residents in areas unserved or underserved by transit. 


REGIONAL T RANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL U PDATE 


M ore than a dozen topics emerged from the C ouncil’s October meeting as potential 
agenda items for the upcoming year. M embers were interested in exploring the fol- 
lowing Issues: the status of Central A rtery/T unnel project commitments; integrating 
state and local policies affecting transportation; improving the current M BTA for- 
ward funding process; freight issues; project eligibility requirements for C ongestion 
M itigation/A ir Quality Program funding; and exploring additional sources of trans- 
portation funding. In addition to the above agenda items, the Council will work to 
be involved early and substantively in the development of the next T ransporation 
Improvement Program, T ransportaion Plan, and Unified Planning W ork Program. 


Outgoing chair, Richard Canale, submitted a report on the year’s activities, which 
included the Council’s initiative to broaden its membership and numerous field 
trips. The Council thanked him for leading the organization through an interesting 
and productive year. 


Access ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE 


In October, AACT reproesentatives and staff from the M BT A’s Office of T rans- 
portation A ccess attended a groundbreaking ceremony for the reconstruction of 
Shawmut, Fields Corner, and Savin Hill stations in Dorchester. T he three stations 
will become accessibile in the upcoming months. (See related article on this page.) 
General M anager Michael Mulhern recognized AA CT members in attendance and 
praised the organization for being a national role model. 


In November, Barbara Boylan of the MBT A's Construction Directorate will present 
design plans for the new A shmont Station, the fourth Red Line station to be recon- 
structed, and MBTA Chief of Police Joseph C. Carter will speak about safety issues. 
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MBTA Breaks Ground for 
New Red Line Stations 


On October 7, the MBTA commenced a 
$67 million project to completely reha- 
bilitate three stations along the Red Line 
in Dorchester. T he stations, Savin Hill, 
Fields Corner, and Shawmut, will remain 
Open during most of the construction, 
with some temporary closings. The 
design of the three stations was done in 
close consultation with area residents. 





“This investment will make a profound 
difference along a significant section of 
the Red Line,” said Transportation Sec- 
retary Daniel A. Grabauskas. “At atime 
when Governor Romney is looking to 
infuse funding into our existing trans- 
portation infrastructure through his Fix 
It First initiative, this project is viewed 
as a priority for the MBTA.” 


T he scope of work included in the 
MBTA contract varies from station to 
station. The head houses at both Savin 
Hill and Shawmut stations will be com- 
pletely renovated or replaced, and the 
interior of those stations will be cleaned 
and rehabilitated. Fields Corner Station 
will be entirely replaced, with Red Line 
service being elevated above a planned 
busway at street level. A ccess improve- 
ments will be made at all three stations 
to make them compliant with the A mer- 
icans with Disabilities A ct. 


The MBTA Board of Directors awarded 
the contract to Barletta Construction in 
September. Savin Hill and Shawmut sta- 
tions are slated for completion in 2005, 
while Fields C orner Station is tenta- 
tively scheduled for completion in 2007. 
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Amtrak Reports Highest Ridership Ever in FY 2003, Releases New Timetable 


In October, Amtrak, the nation’s inter- 
city passenger rail service, reported the 
highest annual ridership ever experienced 
in its 32-year history. Despite a number 


of adverse conditions this year, including 


a lagging economy that 
has hurt the travel 
industry overall 


Amtrak’s ridership of 5 | : 


more than 24 million pas- 
sengers in fiscal year 2003 
topped the previous record of 23.5 mil- 
lion passengers set in 2001 and was 2.7 
percent better than last year’s result of 


23.4 million. 


Long-distance trains showed substantial 
ridership growth over last year: those in 
the eastern region of the country had a 
3.8 percent increase and those in the 
western region a 6.6 percent increase. 
Ridership on shorter-distance routes in 
the West increased by 11.7 percent over 
last year, while decreasing slightly in the 
East (—1.6 percent). In the East, regional 
trains carried more passengers than any 
other Amtrak service in the country, 
increasing from 5,760,499 last year to 
5,974,806 — a rise of 3.7 percent. While 
the reduced number of train departures 
(7,686 in FY 2003 vs. 8,272 in FY 2002) 
probably contributed to the decrease in 
Acela Express ridership (2,473,921 to 
2,363,454), per-train-departure ridership 
increased slightly, from 299 to 307. 


Amtrak has attributed the overall posi- 
tive results largely to its “back-to-basics” 
approach to win- 
ning Over passen- 
gers, begun earlier 


25 Million ~ 


this year. Among 
the initiatives 
undertaken by the 










- In California, thanks in part to a new 


bined with national marketing offers, 
contributed to strong ridership in the 
following months. Because the new 
lower fares are in effect indefinitely, 
Amtrak is continuing to experi- 
ence higher ridership 


class fares at $99 each way. This 


resulted in a 13 
percent increase in 
ridership in the 
five weeks follow- 
ing the reduction 
(compared with 
the five weeks 
prior to the reduc- 


tion), a trend that |p 


continues today. 


Also in April, on 
the Springfield 
Line between New 
Haven, Conn., and 
Springfield, Mass., 
Amtrak increased 
the number of 
trains from 11 to 


16 and lowered fares by an average of 
54 percent, which resulted in a rider- 
ship increase of over 30 percent in the 
five months that followed. 


ticket cross-honoring agreement with 


today. 
-In April, Amtrak 


reduced fares for Acela 
Express travel between Boston 
and New York, capping business 






Amtrak’s Acela Express 





2 
@ 
5) 
c 
@® 
o 20 Million 
o ji | 
railroad have a. 
=~ 
been: © 
£ 
* January fare roll- | < = 
backs and a g ae 
c 
newly intro- & 
duced straight- 
forward pricing 10 Million 


structure for pas- 
sengers. The 
rollback, com- 


TRANSREPORT 





Metrolink, the commuter agency, 
Amtrak ridership on the Pacific Surf 
liners ended the year up 26.3 percent 
from FY 2002 levels. 


- Another improvement introduced dur- 
ing the year included new menus on 
long-distance trains so that passengers 
traveling more than one night would 
have an increase in dining options. 


e 


Additionally, Amtrak’s automated 
voice response system for 1-800-USA- 
RAIL, called “Julie,” was upgraded to 
handle credit card 
transactions and 
more complex 
reservations. 


In addition to 

Hm: reporting an 

; at i ‘i increase in rider- 
seeee) Ship, Amtrak also 


| announced its new 


” 
i] 
St 


fall/winter system 

tI | timetable, effective 

= == October 27, 2003. 
SS a} The schedule con- 

a) solidates all 

| Amtrak train and 

| connecting bus 

| schedules into one 
128-page booklet 

for the first time since 1992 and, for the 

first time in 20 years, lists sample fares for 

many popular services. 


A new feature that should help customers 
use the publication is the “how-to” sec- 
tion, which provides a step-by-step guide 
for planning and booking Amtrak travel 
anywhere in the system. These changes 
were made on the recommendation of 
Amtrak passengers who participated in 
market research focus groups around the 
country earlier this year. 


Amtrak passengers enjoy rail service in 
more than 500 communities in 46 states 
across a 22,000-mile route system. Sched- 
ules, fares, reservations, and general 
information may be obtained at major 
Amtrak stations, online at www.amtrak. 


com, or by calling 1-800-USA-RAIL. 
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Municipalities Receive $100 Million in Chapter 90 


Capital Funds 


On September 24, Governor M itt Rom- 
ney announced the release of $100 mil- 
lion in capital funds to the Common- 
wealth’s 351 cities and towns to upgrade 
local roads and bridges. 


“This capital soending represents an 
important investment 
in our state’s infrastruc- 
ture,” Romney said. “I 
encourage cities and 
towns to follow my ‘Fix 
It First’ policy and 
spend these precious 
transportation dollars 
repairing the infrastruc- [ 
ture we already have.” 


“Governor Romney has stressed that we 
must give cities and towns the economic 
tools they need to move on local priori- 
ties, and the Chapter 90 program is part 
of that effort,” said Transportation Secre- 
tary Daniel A. Grabauskas. “T hese funds 
will be spread to every corner of the 
Commonwealth - literally hundreds of 
local road and bridge projects will be 
undertaken with this new infusion of 
money.” 


The 2002 Transportation Bond A ct 
included $200 million to be distributed 





to cities and towns over a two-year 
period. Letters of authorization that 
enabled communities to make commit- 
ments to spend the first $100 million 
were issued in September 2002. 


Chapter 90 capital funds are allocated 
each year to cities and 
towns based on a for- 
mula that takes into 
account the number of 
| miles of local roadway, 
| population and 

| employment in agiven 
=| community. T he fund- 
ing is reimbursed to 
the communities on 


spore mangoration projects as con- 


struction takes place. 


The Chapter 90 local road and bridge 
program has been level-funded since 
2000. 


This $100 million infusion of Chapter 90 
Capital funds is on top of the Common- 
wealth’s $400 million road and bridge 
program. To view the entire apportion- 
ment list, visit www.state.ma.us/mhd/ 
Stateai d/apportionment/c90release.htm. 


New FAST LANE Service 
Center O pens in Natick 


The Turnpike A uthority has opened a 
new FAST LANE customer service cen- 
ter in Natick. The new center, located in 
the Turnpike’s N atick service plaza, is on 
the eastbound side of the T urnpike 
between Exit 13 and Route 128. 


“This new office will have more space, 
more parking and the capacity to handle 
all FAST LANE customer service needs,” 
said T urnpike A uthority Chairman 

M atthew J. A morello. 


T he new facility replaces the customer 
service center in W eston, which was 
inconspicuously located on the west- 
bound side of the T urnpike at the rear of 
the Driscoll Engineering Building. The 
clearly marked new center Is accessible to 
persons with disabilities and located in a 
glass-walled building formerly used for 
visitor information. 


T he new service center will be open 
between 6 A.M. and 5 P.M. on all week- 
days except W ednesdays, when it will 
remain open until 7 P.m., and from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturdays. 


For more information, or to register on- 
linefor FAST LANE, visit www. 
masspike.com. 


New Ramp Open from I-93 North, Leverett Connector to Tobin Bridge 


A new two-lane ramp from I-93 north- 
bound and the Leverett Connector to the 
Tobin Bridge opened on October 25, 
improving the commute for thousands of 
drivers each day. 


“This latest project milestone will allevi- 
ate a major chokepoint for motorists 
looking to access the T obin Bridge from 
the city of Boston,” said T urnpike 

A uthority Chairman M atthew J. 

A morello, standing on the new 3,100- 
foot long ramp during a late-morning 
press conference. 


T he 40-foot wide ramp can accommodate 
a second lane of cars, which will ease the 
traffic flow both to the T obin and on the 
mainline of I-93 northbound. The two 
left lanes of 1-93 north will feed vehicles 
onto the ramp, so drivers will no longer 
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have to queue up on 
|-93 during the after- 
noon rush. 


This ramp is part of the 
Central A rtery/ T unnel 
(CA/T) project, which | 
is expected to be 
complete in A pril 
2005. For more 
information about the 
CA/T project, visit 
www.bigdig.com. 
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Concorde Bids Farewell to Boston 


The Concorde, the aircraft that defined 
an era of air travel, arrived in Boston on 
October 8 for a farewell visit. British A Ir- 
ways’ supersonic flagship was retired from 
commercial service on October 24. The 
airline chose Boston as one of three 
North A merican cities to participate in 
the farewell tour because of its strong 
relationship and 
long history with 
British A irways and 
to acknowledge the 
Opening of the 
International G ate- 
way (formerly T er- 
minal E). 


“W e wanted to 
bring the aircraft 
here on a farewell flight to show our 
appreciation for Boston, which is one of 
Our most important gateways in N orth 

A merica,” said David N oyes, British A Ir- 
ways’ executive vice president for N orth 
A merica. “It’s our way of expressing grat- 
itude for a 52-year relationship with 
Boston that continues to grow.” 


Currently, British A irways operates three, 
year-round daily flights from Logan A ir- 
port to London-H eathrow, all with four 
classes of service, including completely 
flat beds in First Class and Club W orld. 
In 1951, British Airways - then BOAC - 
began serving Boston with one flight a 
week on a 43-seat Lockheed C onstella- 
tion. Now, the three London departures 
represent more than 1,000 seats a day. 


“British A irways has a long and successful 
relationship with M assport, and we are 
honored that Logan was selected to be 
one of the few airports receiving a 
farewell call from Concorde,” said M ass- 
port CEO Craig Coy. “The Concorde 
first came to Logan to open Terminal E 
in 1974 and it seems only fitting that one 
of the final flights is back to Boston to 
our newly modernized Terminal E.” 


More than 2.5 million passengers have 
flown Concorde since 1977, when daily 
N ew York-London flights were inaugu- 
rated. In the years since, the aircraft has 
built up a regular clientele of top corpo- 
rate executives, the rich and famous, and 
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those who merely want to sample super- 
sonic flight. The most frequent passenger, 
an oil company executive, has clocked 
almost 70 round-trip transatlantic flights 
a year. 


T he world’s fastest commercial airliner, 
Concorde provided a breathtaking travel 
experience. It accelerated from a takeoff 
speed of 250 miles 
per hour to a cruls- 
ing speed of 1,350 
miles per hour and 
a cruising altitude 
of about 60,000 
feet. From that alti- 
j tude, almost 12 


got a view of the 
curvature of the earth usually reserved for 
astronauts. 


A typical westbound flight took about 
three and a half hours, compared with 
more than seven hours for a subsonic 
flight. On February 7, 1996, Concorde 
made a N ew York-London crossing in a 
record two hours, 52 minutes, and 59 sec- 
onds. 


Facts about Concorde at Logan Airport 


" Concorde has visited Logan for various 
special events, such as the opening of 
Logan's international terminal (T ermi- 
nal E) in 1974, the Ryder Cup in 1999, 
and the farewell visit on October 8 to 
Logan's newly modernized interna- 
tional terminal. 


On June 13, 1974, Concorde reached 
Boston from Paris in three hours and 
nine minutes, setting a record for the 
westbound crossing. 


On June 17, 1974, Concorde departed 
Boston to participate in a spectacular 
race against a Boeing 747 to demon- 
strate the speed of supersonic travel. 
Concorde departed Boston for Paris at 
the same time the 747 departed Paris 
for Boston. Concorde arrived in Paris, 
waited 68 minutes for a missing passen- 
ger, departed for Boston, and still 
arrived at Logan 11 minutes before the 
747. 


miles up, passengers 


Aer Lingus Celebrates 45 
Years of Service at Logan 


On October 5, Aer Lingus, the national 
airline of Ireland, celebrated its 45th year 
of service to Boston with special events 
at Logan International A irport. 


As the carrier reflects on its rich history 
in serving the Boston community, it is 
keeping a keen eye toward the future by 
continuing to expand Its services while 
providing customers with its lowest fares 
in years. 


To mark the anniversary, M assport Fire 
and Rescue honored A er Lingus with a 
water display upon the arrival of A er Lin- 
gus flight El 1331 from Ireland. T he fes- 
tivities continued throughout the day 
with entertainment and a special cere- 
mony for passengers embarking on flights 
to Dublin and Shannon. 


This winter, A er Lingus’ flight capacity 
from Boston to the Emerald Isle is 
expected to increase by 33 percent over 
2002, by featuring 10 flights per week. 

A dditionally, A er Lingus’ W eb site 
www.aerlingus.com is providing promo- 
tional fares to Ireland between mid-O cto- 
ber and the end of February. 


“W e are very pleased to be celebrating 
such an exciting milestone in Boston,” 
said A er Lingus vice president of sales 
and marketing Brian Murphy. “Given the 
state of the aviation industry as a whole, 
we are proud to demonstrate our long- 
term commitment to providing Boston 
customers with affordable and conven- 
lent flights to Ireland.” 


M assport chief executive officer Craig 
Coy said, “M assport is looking forward to 
Aer Lingus providing many more years of 
quality international service to and from 
lreland on a daily basis.” 


Effective October 26, A er Lingus will 
Operate nonstop services to Shannon 
with continuing services to Dublin five 
days per week. A dditionally, nonstop 
flights to Dublin will be available two 
days per week. 
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MEETING CALENDAR 





T he public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings. A photo ID is usu- 
ally required for access to meeting locations. 


AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 


10 PaRK PLAZA, BOSTON 


Thursday, November 6 


Boston MPO Transportation 
Planning and Programming 
C ommittee W ork Session 


CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150 


W ednesday, November 12 


R egional T ransportation 
Advisory Council 
Conference Room 1 


Tuesday, November 18 
Access A dvisory C ommittee 
to the MBTA (AACT) 
Conference Room 2 


Thursday, N ovember 20 
Boston MPO Transportation 
Planning and Programming 
C ommittee 
CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150 


AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS 


W ednesday, November 5 
Boston MPO Congestion 
M anagement System U pdate 
Inner Core 
Fifth Floor Conference Room 
60 Temple Place, Boston 


W ednesday N ovember 12 
Boston MPO Congestion 
Management System U pdate 

North Suburban Planning C ouncil 
Reading T own Hall 
16 Lowell Street, Reading 


N ew Charles River Basin 
Citizens A dvisory C ommittee 
McCormack Building 
21st Floor, CR 1&2 
One Ashburton Place, Boston 


Boston M etropolitan Planning Organization 
State Transportation Building 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 

Boston, MA 02116 


10:00 A.M. 


3:00 p.m. 


1:00 p.m. 


1:00 p.m. 


10:00 A.M. 


10:00 A.M. 


4:00 p.m. 


Thursday N ovember 13 
Boston MPO Congestion 
M anagement System U pdate 
North Shore T ask Force 
Peabody Institute Library 
15 Sylvan Street, Danvers 


8:30 A.M. 


Boston MPO Congestion 7:30 P.M. 
Management System U pdate 
Minuteman A dvisory Group 
on Interlocal Coordination (MAGIC) 
Carlisle Town Offices 


66 W estford Street, Carlisle 


T uesday, N ovember 18 
Central Artery Environmental 
Oversight C ommittee: 
Parks in Progress 
H ale and Dorr, 26th Floor 
60 State Street, Boston 


W ednesday, N ovember 19 
Boston MPO Congestion 
M anagement System U pdate 


T hree Rivers Interlocal Council (T RIC) 
N eponset V alley Chamber of Commerce 
190 Vanderbilt A venue, N orwood 


Thursday, November 20 
Boston MPO Congestion 
Management System U pdate 
South Shore Coalition 
Hingham T own Hall 
210 Central Street, Hingham 


3:00 P.M. 


4:00 p.m. 


7:30 P.M. 


M eeting dates and times are subject to change: please 
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. A dditional 
transportation meetings open to the public are listed on 
the Boston MPO Website, at www. bostonmpo. 

org. 





Urban Design Conference 


On November 4, the On November 4, 
the Harvard School of Public Health and 
the Harvard Design School will host the 
“Promoting Physical A ctivity and H ealth 
by Urban Design” conference at the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank In Boston. T he confer- 
ence will focus on how community infra- 
structure can be changed to bring physi- 
cal activity opportunities close to where 
people live and incorporate exercise as a 
routine part of the day. Space Is limited. 
Please RSVP to Anne Lusk at 617-432- 
7076 or AnneLusk@hsph.harvard.edu at 
least 72 hoursin advance. A govern- 
ment-issued photo ID is recommended 
for entry. See you there! 
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